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having once obtained the dignity of prince by the
most open bribery, set himself to benefit  his adopted
country, founded an excellent school  near Jassy, en-
deavoured to check divorce, even then a fashionable
Roumanian foible, and built a Lutheran church, the
first of its kind in Moldavia.   By far the most beautiful
religious edifice of Roumania, the celebrated Cathedral
of Courtca d'Ardges, on the slopes of the Carpathians,
dates from this period.   Erected by Neagoe Bassarab,
who was prince of Wallachia about 1520, and one or
the few peace-loving and artistic rulers of his day,
this splendid monument may compare with some 01
the finest efforts of ecclesiastical architecture.    The
story runs that the founder, while a prisoner at Con-
stantinople, was employed by the Sultan to design a
mosque.    But the materials proved to be more than
sufficient, and the architect obtained leave to transport
those which were not required to his native country.
Out of these he built the cathedral, as a tablet out-
side it informs the traveller.    But the work seemed as
though it would never be finished.    Ncagoe ordered
his assistant architect, Manole, to complete it without
delay, and the latter, fearing for his life, resolved to
build a live woman into the foundations, in accordance
with a horrible custom.    He summoned his men to
decide upon the victim, and they agreed that the woman
who first appeared with their food next clay should
be doomed to this terrible fate.   In order to make the
chances equal, none of them was to tell his wife what
might be in store for her on the morrow.   Manole al< >ne
kept his promise, and, in consequence, his wife, un-
conscious of her fate, came first on the following day.